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A PUBLICATION OF THE INTERLAKE SCHOOL DIVISION

HOLIDAY
CONCERTS
December 3
- Warren Collegiate Choir
Warren United Church
@ 7:00 p.m.
December 8
-Teulon Collegiate Band with Quarry
Choristers - St Peters Lutheran Church
@ 6:30 p.m.
December 9
- Stony Mountain School @ 7:00 p.m.
December 14
- École Stonewall Centennial School
Band and Choral @ Stonewall
Collegiate @ 7:00 p.m.
December 15
- École R.W. Bobby Bend School Grade
1 & 2 (French Immersion) @ 2:00 p.m.
and 7:00 p.m.
- Teulon Collegiate Winter Concert @
7:00 p.m.
December 16
- École R.W. Bobby Bend Grade 1 & 2
(English program)
@ 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
- Teulon Elementary School @
Teulon Hall @ 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
- Brant Argyle School
@ 2:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
- Grosse Isle School
@ 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
- Balmoral School
@ 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
- Warren Elementary
@ 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
December 17
-Rosser School @ Grosse Isle
Community Hall @ 7:00 p.m.
-Woodlands School
@ 2:00 p.m. and
7:00 p.m.
January 28
- Stonewall
Collegiate
– Band and Choral
@ 7:00 p.m.

December 2015

ISD Foundational Beliefs
We believe in…
• Fostering independent, lifelong learners who are critical and creative thinkers.
• Nurturing responsible global citizens who have respect and empathy for others in
a diverse society.
• Communicating in a way that facilitates the open-minded sharing of ideas.
• Creating a challenging, caring, inviting and respectful learning community.
• Addressing the needs of all learners in a safe and engaging learning environment.
• Providing appropriate resources to meet a range of learning needs.

VISION STATEMENT
To enable each student to
realize his/her full potential as a
contributing and responsible
member of society.
MOTTO
“Preparing Today’s Learner for Tomorrow”

2014-2018 STRATEGIC PLAN
Three Priority Areas
The Interlake School Division consulted with all stakeholders to develop its latest strategic plan. The 2014-2018
plan reflects three priorities: high literacy and numeracy achievement, learning environments that are positive and
respectful, and curriculum and assessment that is engaging.

Priority 1 – Literacy and Numeracy
Literacy is key to student success. When students read well, they develop a deep understanding of the subjects
they are learning. Reading well means students can read the words on the page, as well as summarize and think
critically about the ideas. To become literate, students also write and speak well with a language and style that
suits different audiences and purposes. At the same time, students need to improve in mathematics. They will
know number facts well enough to quickly and accurately calculate. They will also develop confidence in their
problem – solving skills, such as estimating, reasoning, and communicating their thinking. Students will become
more literate and numerate with high quality instruction: clear demonstrations of literate and numerate thinking,
lots of practice and feedback, and increasingly complex texts and tasks.

Priority 2 – Positive, Respectful Learning Environment
Not only does high quality instruction matter, so too does learning in a warm and inviting school. The ISD strategic
plan envisions schools where people use respectful language, and where students and staff feel valued for who
they are. To bring about these respectful environments, the division will move to a model of restitution, where
students who misbehave are asked to fix their mistakes, return to the group, and become stronger as a result.

Priority 3 – Intellectual Engagement
Along with high quality instruction and a positive learning environment, achievement depends on students
investing themselves in learning. Students are motivated when they take on increasing degrees of challenge and
explore wide interests. Schools can help foster engagement in learning with choice and challenge. Every school
has a plan for improving in these three priority areas.

BOARD COMMITTEES 2015/2016
Chair of the Board – Alan Campbell
Vice Chair – Sally Cook
P.R. / LIAISON
Darci Loehmer – Chair
Cindy Brad
Fran Frederickson
Sandra Wiebe
PERSONNEL/ NEGOTIATIONS
Fran Frederickson – Chair
Sally Cook
John Hueging
Darci Loehmer
TRANSPORTATION/MAINTENANCE
Sharon Baker– Chair Transportation
David Harcus – Chair Maintenance
Fran Frederickson
Darci Loehmer

WORKPLACE
SAFETY & HEALTH
Cindy Brad– Chair
Sally Cook
John Hueging
Sandra Wiebe
POLICY
Sally Cook – Chair
Sharon Baker
David Harcus
Sandra Wiebe

TECHNOLOGY
Cindy Brad – Chair
Sharon Baker
David Harcus
Darci Loehmer

FINANCE / AUDIT
John Hueging – Chair
Sally Cook
Fran Frederickson
David Harcus

EDUCATION
Sandra Wiebe - Chair
Sharon Baker
Cindy Brad
John Hueging

Ward 1 – Grosse Isle/Rosser – John Hueging
Ward 2 – Warren / Woodlands – Cindy Brad
Ward 3 – Teulon – Sally Cook, Alan Campbell
Ward 4 – Balmoral / Argyle – Darci Loehmer
Ward 5 – Stony Mountain –Sharon Baker
Ward 6 – Stonewall – Fran Frederickson,
David Harcus and Sandra Wiebe
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WOODLANDS SCHOOL MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Woodlands School has had tremendous interest from
students wanting to become MY Voice leaders! We have a
large group of twenty six students from grades five through
eight who have been making a difference
in their community and are now looking
at national and global issues that they
can focus their attention on.
So far they have raised awareness and
funds for causes such as the Terry Fox
Foundation, Winnipeg Harvest, and are
now collecting warm clothing items
for Siloam Mission. Our students also
attended WE Day 2015. We are very proud
of the leadership our students have
demonstrated and of their continued
commitment to care for others.

HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP
COLLECTS “KOATS FOR KIDS”
Stonewall Collegiate’s Human Rights Group started a Koats for Kids
collection at the beginning of November which ran until November 13th.
Group members were driven to start a collection after discussing how many
of Manitoba’s young people miss school because they do not have proper
attire to protect them from our frigid winters.
The group reached out to students and staff within the school, as well
as to other schools in Stonewall to ask for donations of youth jackets, ski
pants, toques, mitts and scarfs that would be donated to the Koats for Kids
organization in Winnipeg. They collected six large garbage bags full of
youth winter outerwear that will be donated to the organization. Students
and staff involved in the Human Rights Group will also be volunteering with
Koats for Kids to help with sorting donations and filling orders. Thanks to
everyone
veryone who donated!

FARM TO SCHOOL AT
WARREN COLLEGIATE
There’s always a hustle and bustle of activity at Warren Collegiate
Institute whether holiday season is close or not! Since September,
WCI students and staff have been immersed in not only academics,
but also school events, sports, clubs, intramurals, field trips, clothing
and food drives, all wrapped up in School Spirit Days.
Warren Collegiate students participated in the Farm to School
fundraiser once again this year! The monies raised, after selling a total
of 191 bags of healthy veggies, provided students of WCI with an
opportunity to watch the acting company Shakespeare in the Ruins
perform the play, Romeo and Juliet and provided a generous amount
of vegetables to the Stonewall Food Bank.
Thank you to all for your generosity!
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OMEGA SCHOOL: “ENGAGING”

IN

SCIENCE

Hands on, experiential learning has been the focus of Science education
at Omega School this term. The middle years students have been
getting their hands dirty by learning about non-Newtonian fluids. They
have experimented with a few of the fluids by concocting both magic
mud (oobleck) and slime. What is a non-Newtonian fluid you ask? It is a
fluid that has the ability to behave both like a solid and liquid.
Meanwhile in the elementary classroom, students are learning about
rocks and minerals. They recently went on a field trip to learn from
a local “rock hound” and collector. They learned about different rock
types, and viewed over a thousand different rocks from all over the
world. They were fortunate enough to leave with their own mini rock
collection, and immediately began applying their learning to identifying
them!

ROSSER SCHOOL
CELEBRATES
EARTH 6 STATUS
Rosser School celebrated Earth 6 Status on Tuesday, November
10th. Earth 6 Status is a tremendous achievement. We are
the fourth school in the province to obtain this status. The
achievement demonstrates that Rosser students, community
and staff (from the year 2000 to present), are committed to being
environmentally responsible.
It started in the year 2000. Rosser School embraced the idea that
students and staff could actively participate in contributing to a
healthy environment by being part of SEEDS Foundation Green
Schools Project. With every submission of 1000 earth-friendly
projects, Rosser School achieved an Earth School Status. This
means that we submitted 6000 projects to earn Earth 6 Status, and
are now working towards earning Earth 7 Status.

e?
What’s a Celebration without Cak

PRAIRIE BLOSSOM
SCHOOL: CREATING A
SPACE THAT OPTIMIZES
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
Prairie Blossom School believes in creating the optimal
learning environment for our students. As part of this
philosophy, we are trying
to give our students more
control over how they
learn best. Movement is
vital to learning so students
in Kindergarten to Grade
12 are given choice and
flexibility in the seating
option that best suits their
learning style and needs.
Students can choose
between rocking chairs,
wobble stools, stand up
tables, chairs on wheels
or regular chairs to help
them focus and maximize
engagement during a
block of learning. Research
indicates that providing this
type of choice for students
can increase engagement by
up to 7 minutes per hour!
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A SACRED SPACE AT
BRANT-ARGYLE SCHOOL
This fall, the grade seven and eight students at Brant Argyle School carefully chose
individual nooks, seats in the shade, or spots in the open field that they have named their
very own Sacred Space. The Sacred Space allows the students to return to the same place
many times throughout the year to observe, contemplate, or sketch the surroundings.
The significance of the students’ rhythmic return to the space aligns with the Little
Green School House philosophy at Brant-Argyle School and enriches our experience and
appreciation for the outdoors. The practice hopes to increase mindfulness, foster a more
focused awareness of nature’s subtle changes, and support being in the present moment
while creating art.

T.I.P. - VOLUNTEERING TO BUILD COMMUNITY
CONNECTIONS AND ENHANCE EMPLOYABILITY
In the early months of this school year, The Infinity Program
students have had the opportunity and pleasure of giving back
to
t the community by volunteering.
All students have been participating in a variety of volunteer
activities including serving meals and sorting donations at
Siloam Mission. They also prepared play activities and snacks
for
f the Balmoral Bunnies Pre-School program, packaged and
organized more than 250 Kindergarten activity bags for next
year’s
ISD Kindergarten students, assembled furniture for École
y
R.W. Bobby Bend School, and learnt about how to work with
and care for dogs while helping with general chores at Ruff
House Boarding Kennels.
The
T time spent volunteering not only contributes to the
students’ community service credit, but activities completed
while
volunteering are connected with the learning outcomes
w
of other specific subjects wherever possible. Additionally,
being able to list these different volunteer experiences on their
resumes when looking for work may be the one thing that sets
them
apart from their competition!
t

LEARNING ABORIGINAL
PHILOSOPHIES AT
BALMORAL SCHOOL
Students at Balmoral School have been learning the Seven Sacred Teachings of the
Aboriginal concepts based on respect and sharing. The students have been assigned
to ‘family groups’. Throughout the year, these ‘families’ participate in a variety of
activities that reinforce the Seven Sacred Teachings. The students are now expanding
their learning of Aboriginal philosophy to include the Circle of Courage. The Circle
of Courage is based on four growth needs of all children: belonging, mastery,
independence, and generosity.
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LIGHTLY SCHOOL: PUMPKINS
MAKE A DIFFERENCE, AT HOME
AND AROUND THE WORLD
With gracious hearts Lightly School wants to thank everyone who purchased pumpkins in support
of their fundraiser to “squash” out poverty! In spite of a rough start due to poor seed germination,
they had very successful pumpkin sales. Clearwater Colony donated 100 of their oversized plump
pumpkins to help them reach their goal! These pumpkins were
a HUGE hit with many repeat customers! In total, they raised
$800 to go towards their 3 ESD projects.
For a 4th year in a row, Rona Mae (“adopted” student from
Philippines) will receive funding to attend another year of
schooling through a program called “Dawn for the Poor”. She
has dreams of one day becoming a nurse!
MacDonald Youth Services will continue to be a part of their
social justice action plan. Emergency personal care packages
will once again be made with love and care to distribute to at
risk youth in Manitoba. Staff, students and colony members
donate their time and talents to help make this a successful
project.
Finally, a monetary donation will be made towards Opondo
Memorial Nursery School in Africa. This is their newest ESD
initiative which is a combined effort with the other Hutterian
schools in the division.

TCI’S EMPLOYMENT SKILLS PROGRAM
Students from Teulon Collegiate who take part in the employment skills
program have been developing the abilities they will need to acquire a
job after high school. Four students who take part in the program were
invited to give a presentation to the school board on October 26th. Kaila
L., Darrell D., Stephanie M. and Tyler K. told the board of trustees about the
kitchen and food safety routines they follow when cooking each day, the
kinds of food they make, and about the latest activity, making soup for TCI’s
canteen.
Kaila explained how fortunate the students are to have a greenhouse,
garden and orchard on the school grounds. She described the activities
that the students take part in, from September to June each year: planting
seeds, caring for plants, harvesting vegetables, and making salsa, pickles
and other preserves.
Darrell told the trustees about the newest development in the TCI
employment skills program: The students have been making soup each
day, and selling it in our school’s cafeteria! This project has been very
successful, and it has proven to be a great way for the students to learn
key skills that lead to increased independence. They are learning the
importance of having a positive attitude at work, following directions,
working well in a team, and completing tasks with increased ability and
independence over time.
Thanks to the support of the students and staff at TCI, the students have
brought in enough money in soup sales to purchase groceries for each
coming week! At the presentation, the students told the board members

what they like most about working in the kitchen at school.
We are very appreciative of educational assistant Leah Ledarney, who
saw the perfect way to link our kitchen skills program with the school
community, by joining up with TCI’s cafeteria. Thanks to Linaya who runs
the school’s canteen, for partnering with the employment skills group. An
extra special thank you goes to the teachers and community members who
have donated produce to the program, and have shown their support by
purchasing our delicious soup from the canteen.
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CONCORD SCHOOL: DEEP ROOTS
OF EMPATHY FOR REMEMBRANCE
DAY AND OUR SOLDIERS
On November 10th, Concord School had special guests
who
w
h lead the school in a Remembrance Day program.
James
and Amber Lawson, who both serve in the military,
JJa
a
to students about the importance of taking
sspoke
sp
p
ttime
ti
tim
im to remember and what it means to wear a poppy.
is fourth generation military and he stressed the
JJames
Ja
a
importance
of taking two minutes on the 11th hour, of
im
m
the
tth
h 11th day, of the 11th month to remember those who
sacrifi
ced their lives. Receiving this message from the
saa
Lawson
family was particularly meaningful for Concord
L
School.
S
James
and Amber’s youngest son, Rhys, was Concord School’s
J
h oll’s
ho
“Roots of Empathy” baby last year. It was wonderful for the
students to see Rhys, again and how much he’s grown. A
strong connection exists between the school children, baby
Rhys and his family from the bond that was created during
the Roots of Empathy program. The Lawson’s message
about Remembrance Day had a very personal meaning to
the students and made the reality of military sacrifice very
real for them. The students look forward to their continued
connection
with the Lawson family, and look forward to seeing
co
them
at our upcoming Christmas concert on December 17th.
th

WARREN ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL AND THE
INDIGO ADOPT A
SCHOOL CHALLENGE
A national book seller, Indigo Books, ran the
contest “ Adopt a School” where schools could
earn votes and compete with one another
on a daily basis over a three week period.
Each day parents, neighbors, and community
members could cast one vote for your school.
We accessed our divisional email, parent email
database, and my social media network. My
tweets about our school and the contest were
re-tweeted thousands of times, and many of
our community members were doing the same
thing. Accessing social media networks was key
in this challenge.
What did we get out of the Indigo Contest?
We were given 542 books, and won the grand
prize of $10,000 in books for our school library.

The donated books were valued at $12
each so our final total winnings and
donations came to $16,504 in books for
our school. We are very proud of our
team. Warren Elementary School is
truly dedicated to balanced literacy and now
that we have won we have the tools to do
the job in style! Being a small school in a rural
setting is sometimes seen as a disadvantage
but as one of our parents said “Country Schools
have Heart”. This statement has stayed with me
throughout our contest and afterward. We (our
school and community) believe in one another
and support one another and this contest
built even more capacity for our school and
community.

On November 23rd the teachers at Warren
Elementary School bought over 700 books for
our classroom libraries, and their selections were
based on each classroom’s interests, needs, and
curricular objectives. We have more books to
purchase but our new and improved classroom
libraries look fantastic! We would like to thank
our team and community for their support. We
appreciate everything they have done.
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BACK PACKS FOR THE HOMELESS
ÉCOLE R.W. BOBBY
BEND SCHOOL

AT

This year at the Interlake School Division WEE Day, our grade three
classes had the opportunity to listen to a twelve year old young lady
named Callie Costello speak. She is the founder of a project called ‘Callie’s
Backpacks for the Homeless’. Callie collects donations of backpacks,
toiletries and essentials which are put into the backpacks. The backpacks
are then handed out at places such as Siloam Mission. Callie has handed
out over 1600 backpacks since the start of her program. She is hoping
to collect 600 more before Christmas. To help Callie reach her goal, our
school collected backpacks and items to put in them. To date École R.
W. Bobby Bend School has collected 74 backpacks and several boxes
of items including toiletries, hats, scarves, socks, and mitts. THANK YOU
so much for your contributions and for helping to teach our children the
values of empathy and kindness. I can’t wait to deliver our donations
to Callie. I know she will be thrilled. Working together we do make a
difference

‘BONNE CHANCE’ FROM ÉCOLE
STONEWALL CENTENNIAL SCHOOL
Allez! Allez! The French Immersion Program will
be extended to Stonewall Collegiate in 2017! The
Interlake School Division Board of Trustees passed
a motion to continue French Immersion to Grade
12. The entire French Immersion student body and
staff at École Stonewall Centennial School, as
well as French Lead Teacher Sascha Epp, are very
enthusiastic! This announcement prompted them
to create a banner expressing their delight! We wish
the students ‘bonne chance’ over the coming years as
they venture forth through to graduation in 2021!
La francophonie avance à grands pas à Stonewall!
Nous avons hâte de continuer notre belle aventure
au « Collège » Stonewall Collegiate en 2017! Les
commissaires ont adopté une motion pour continuer
le programme d’immersion jusqu’à la 12e année à
la division scolaire Entre-les-Lacs! Quel beau cadeau
pour nos élèves! Ils ont montré leur enthousiasme en
créant une bannière spéciale en utilisant les couleurs
de l’école. Nous vous souhaitons la bonne chance
jusqu’à votre graduation en 2021! Une vie bilingue
ouvre tellement de possibilités et d’opportunités
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GROSSE ISLE SCHOOL
ADOPTS A FAMILY
FOR CHRISTMAS
A group of students at Grosse Isle School who are interested in making a
difference and spreading some holiday cheer baked up some yummy treats
and held a bake sale on Wednesday, November 25th. All proceeds from the
bake sale will be used to buy presents and food for a family that they were
matched up with through the Salvation Army’s Adopt-A-Family program.
The students will be having another bake sale and a pancake breakfast in
December to raise more funds for their family. The students will then put
together a food hamper and wrap all of the gifts that were purchase and
deliver them to their family on December 18th. The students are excited to
help brighten another family’s Christmas and are challenging others to do this
as well!

SELLING BRACELETS
AT STONY MOUNTAIN
SCHOOL
Stony Mountain School MY Voice Committee has been hard at work this school year
raising funds to donate to various local and global social justice projects. Our latest
project is to sell bracelets that were handmade in Africa. A volunteer in our school
brought the bracelets to us as a social justice project. Our MY Voice students decided
that the bracelets will be sold for a minimum of $3.00 but donations higher than that
will gladly be accepted. The students have set a fundraising goal of $500.00. The
money raised will be used to purchase mosquito nets and/or goats for families in Africa.
Bracelets will be available for sale on Wednesday, December 2, 2015.

TEULON ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL - A HOUSE
OF CARDS
Sparks fly and flames roar each time young Pokémon enthusiasts gather in
Teulon Elementary School for the new Pokémon Card Club that began this
year. It started when a new student noticed that many kids had cards and
talked about the game but no one seemed to know how to actually play it.
What it has become is something much more than a group of kids getting
together to play a card game. Students who have gone to school together
for years, but never thought they had much in common, are finally making
connections. Meanwhile, participants are learning to think strategically as they
also practice their reading and mental math skills. For all of these reasons and
many more, Pokémon Card Club is “super effective”!

