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A PUBLICATION OF THE INTERLAKE SCHOOL DIVISION

HOLIDAY CONCERTS
December 11
-Woodlands School 7:00 p.m.
-Teulon Elementary School
1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
December 12
-École R.W. Bobby Bend School
- Grade 2 - 7:00 p.m.
(doors open at 6:30 p.m.)
$2.00 admission
-Stony Mountain School - 7:00 p.m.
-Brant Argyle School
- 1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
December 16
-Kelsey School 7:00 p.m.
December 17
-Warren Elementary School
- 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
-École Stonewall Centennial School
- 7:00 p.m.
-Teulon Collegiate Winter Concert
- 7:00 p.m.
-Grosse Isle School - 7:00 p.m.
December 18
-École R.W. Bobby Bend School
- Grade 1 - 7:00 p.m. (doors
open at 6:30 p.m.) $2.00
admission
-Balmoral School
- 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
-Rosser School
- 7:00 p.m. at Grosse Isle Hall
-Omega 7:00 pm
-New Haven 7:00 p.m.
-Lightly 7:00 p.m.
December 19
-Rock Lake School 7:00 p.m.
-Concord School 7:00 p.m.
-Mallard School 7:00 p.m.
-Prairie Blossom School
- 7:00 p.m.
January 22
-Stonewall Collegiate - Band
and Choir Concert 7:00 p.m.
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PREPARING TODAY’S LEARNER FOR TOMORROW
ISD VISION STATEMENT
To enable each student to realize his/her full potential
as a contributing and responsible member of society.

COMMUNITY INPUT NIGHT
Executive Summary
On the evening of October 24, 2013, the Interlake School Division asked
d
the community for their input into its strategic plan for 2014-2017. The
session was led by Dr. Dawn Wallin from the University of Manitoba,
and was attended by well over 100 community members (parents/
guardians, community members, administrators, teachers, students).
Four leading questions were the basis for group discussions:
1. Describe the ideal learning environment.
2. How can the Interlake School Division increase student achievement?
t??
3. How can our schools meet the diverse needs of our learners?
4. What do students need to know, and be able to do to be successful in
modern
world?
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Mixed groups of participants discussed each question for fifteen minutes. The composition of groups
changed as participants moved to new questions. Volunteers and school leaders recorded notes from
discussions at each table which were later collated and summarized. This document summarizes the key
ideas suggested by community members across all four questions. The three themes that emerged include:
1) enhanced literacy, critical thinking and communication, 2) high quality teaching practices, and 3) positive
school climate and culture.
Enhanced Literacy, Critical Thinking and Communication
Students will require the following skills for living and working in the modern world:
• Literacy – Reading and Writing • Communication – Speaking and Listening
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving • Team Building and People Skills
• Ability to use and manage technology in a secure environment
Our classrooms must provide the opportunities for students to develop these essential skills. Standards
of success need to be established throughout the division. Enhanced literacy, critical thinking and
communication will require professional development and leadership on the part of teachers.
High Quality Teaching Practices
The community expressed a need for schools that are committed to best practices in education which
include:
• Differentiated instruction that focuses on student strengths
• Consistent, reliable, authentic and meaningful assessment practices
• Aboriginal perspectives evident in all subjects in all schools
• Infusion of technology into all curricular areas
To develop these practices of effective schools, teachers and school leaders need professional learning and
support to build capacity. Professional learning includes conferences or school-based professional learning
communities. Support includes school leadership (mentors, coaches, co-teaching) and support materials
(the development of curriculum and assessment materials, research, training, and digital resources).
Positive School Climate and Culture
P
The ideal school needs to be one of respect and
caring. All adults must model respect in their
actions on a daily basis. Teachers need training
and support to build this climate and culture
in their classrooms. The ideal school recognizes
all students for their contributions to the school
community. Schools need to celebrate students’
eff
e orts and achievements.
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ROSSER SCHOOL AND TARGET
CANADA - WHAT A TEAM!
Early this fall, the Grade 4 students of Rosser Elementary School wrote letters to Target
Canada requesting a donation of any unused school supplies for our school to donate to
those in need. Target Canada responded! They sent us three pallets full of school supplies!
This included back packs, dictionaries, some classic novels, tape, wipe off printing cards and
reusable pens, storage bins for organizing classrooms or libraries, and more! Brooklands
School in Winnipeg, our twinned school The Greater Evangelicalism Nursery and Primary
School in Uganda, Africa, and the “Schools of Champions” in Volcanes, Mexico all will be the
lucky recipients of these supplies. We are so proud of our Grade 4’s for caring about others and
using the ‘power of the pen’ for action. They have written to Air Canada to request getting our
packages shipped to Uganda! We are patiently waiting to hear back from them and hope that
we can ship these supplies soon!

‘LINKING IT UP’
AT STONEWALL
COLLEGIATE
Things were a little different for Grade 9 students on the first day
of classes this year at Stonewall Collegiate. SCI started running a
program called Link Crew which connects groups of Grade 9 students
with Link Leaders. Link Leaders, made up of 26 Grade 11 and 12
students, spent two days training with Ms. Steeves and Mr. Nixon
before the school year started.
On the first day of school, groups of ten Grade 9 students were
assigned to two Link Leaders who led them through opening
day procedures and provided some helpful hints on how to be
successful at SCI. The goal of the program is to help new students feel
connected at school and to help introduce them to the many groups
and activities available to them. Students are encouraged to make
the most of their time at Stonewall Collegiate and to become leaders
themselves to inspire all students to be involved in life at SCI!

SOCIAL JUSTICE
MOVIE NIGHT FOR
HUNGER
By Kashis A.,
Grade 8 student
On October 30th, 2013,
the Social Justice Club of
Balmoral School held a
movie night in the school gym
for families and community
members. Students prepared
food and drinks for sale as
part of an effort to raise
money for poverty. Student
members of the Social Justice
Club made a presentation
before and after the movie.
They spoke of poverty and the effect it has on people all over the
world. Poverty statistics presented included:
• 14% of food banks ran out of FOOD in 2012.
• Canada has more than 800 food banks and 300 food programs.
• From 2008 to 2012 there was a 31% increase in the use of food
banks.
Money raised from ticket sales, food and drinks totaled over
$250.00 and was donated to the Stonewall Food Bank.
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SCHOOL IS FOR
THE BIRDS!
Interlake School Division Grade 4 Students
attended Ecology Activity Day at the Oak
Hammock Marsh Interpretive Center on October
3, 2013. The ISD Board of Trustees believes in
hands-on, local learning, so they directly fund
this science-oriented field trip for Grade 4 students.
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the
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RECYCLE
SALE
On Tuesday, November 12, the Stony
Mountain Earth Club held its annual
Recycle Sale. Gently used items were
donated by school families and local
community members. Students and
staff then had the opportunity to bring
in some money and shop for themselves, orr shop
for gifts for family and friends. Students were
re even able to have
their purchases wrapped and ready for under
tree. The Green Team
er the Christmas tree
(Grade 6-8 Earth Club members) helped organize the sale by assisting with set-up,
pricing, advertising and clean-up. Profits from the sale will be used to fund Earth Club
projects such as schoolyard beautification, field trips, as well as charitable organization
support. The Earth Club meets on a regular basis and learns about environmental
issues, animals, and habitats from around the world.
Mrs. Sally LeSage (former Stony Mountain parent), Mrs. Sharon Baker (school trustee
and former Stony Mountain parent) and Mrs. Carmen Dondo (retired Stony Mountain
teacher) are the volunteers who tirelessly plan and organize Earth Club events with
our students. Coming up in February, in celebration of “I Love to Read” week, the Earth
Club is planning their annual “Book Café” where staff and students will be able to trade
their reading material with other staff and students in a café setting while enjoying
desserts and refreshments.

OUTDOOR
LEARNING
As soon as you enter the Early
Years classroom at Brant Argyle
School, you will notice that nature
and natural materials are weaved
into the learning experience. This
full-day Kindergarten to Grade 3
multilevel program encourages
collaboration, communication, and exploration
through the use of materials such as plants, stones, wood,
and clay. Natural objects are found throughout hands-on
centers, meeting places, and in children’s artwork. When
students are not indoors, they are exploring and learning
on the beautiful Prime Meridian Trail, in the forest, or in the
gardens. Taking the classroom outside in this way supports
creativity, imaginative play, and problem solving.
“Passion is lifted from the earth by the muddy hands of the
young. It travels along grass-stained sleeves to the heart.”
-Rich Louv
These nurturing, natural spaces meet the diverse needs
of all learners and consider the whole child: the social,
emotional, and intellectual development. Connections
are made in a meaningful way and build a strong base for
future learning. To find out more about our adventures in
learning, visit www.argyleearlyyears.blogspot.ca.
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FIRE SAFETY/BURN
AWARENESS
Students at Grosse Isle School received some valuable information regarding fire
safety and burn prevention courtesy of the Rosser Fire Department and the Khartoum
Temple Shriners. On October 10th , the Rosser Fire Department spoke to students
on the topic of kitchen fire safety. In addition to the discussion with fire department
members, students were given a guided tour of two of the department’s trucks and the
accompanying equipment.
On November 12th , members of the Khartoum Temple Shriners gave students a
presentation on how to avoid burns. The Shriners fund several hospitals in Canada and
the United States dedicated to helping children who have received burns. The goal of
the day was to educate students on how they can avoid situations around their homes
where they could be in danger of being burned. Students received materials to take
home to help them burn proof their homes. The underlying message was prevention is
much better than treatment when it comes to burns.

TIP STUDENTS EMBRACE
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
OPPORTUNITY
The Infinity Program (TIP) uses experiential
learning as an important tool in developing
students’ strengths and talents. One such
learning activity that the program is very
excited to have students participate in this year
is the Equine Assisted Learning program at
Syma Tree Farm.
This program, comprised of weekly, one-hour
interactive sessions with the same horse, is
focused on fostering a relationship of trust and
respect between the student and the animal.
As students work with their horses through
specially designed exercises, they gain a better
understanding of the horse’s body language.
This understanding leads to an awareness
of how their own actions cause the horse’s
reactions. Participants learn that greater success
can be achieved by adjusting their actions to
be more in harmony with their equine partners.
They see how a positive change in their behaviour causes a positive change
in the
h
h
horse’s reaction. As well, students develop self-esteem and confidence, verbal and nonverbal communication skills, cooperation and teamwork, empathy and compassion,
decision making, problem solving, creative thinking and leadership skills. The program
goals are also tied to provincial curricular outcomes allowing students to earn credit
toward multiple subjects through their participation in the program. Participating
students definitely value the opportunity to learn in such a unique and meaningful way.

HUTTERIAN
HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS
LEARN THE
POWER OF WE
High school students at Interlake School Division
Hutterian schools have been actively working on their
latest Social Justice theme in ELA. This fourth theme,
in a series of eight, is a multi-grade (9-12) approach to
the curriculum, and was developed by the ISD Hutterian
High School Committee. Each theme, or unit, provides
a unique approach to learning that not only meets the
provincial curriculum outcomes, but is appropriate to
the culture and experiences of Hutterite high school
students.
Since September, students have been highly engaged
trying to understand the unfair treatment of many
individuals in the world. They are beginning to realize
it is a constant battle to achieve fairness and equality
for all people, which is the foundation for a healthy
community. As Hutterites who wear head coverings,
the high school girls especially, could relate to the
recent controversies surrounding the Quebec Values
Act. Students were also appalled that Malala Yousafzai,
a young girl in Pakistan, was shot for going to school,
and they were shocked that in a country such as Canada,
there are communities that do not have access to clean
water. This awareness has inspired the students to find
their own way of making a difference in the world.
As part of this study, all schools have invited several
guests to speak about their perspectives and
experiences on a variety of social justice issues.
Presentations have been given on topics such as
Winnipeg Harvest, Aboriginal Issues and Perspectives,
Child Soldiers, the Me to We initiative, and Siloam
Mission. Each presentation adds to the students’
research and will contribute to their decision on which
social justice cause will be at the centre of their own
multi-media and oral presentations. These projects
serve as the
serv
culminating
culm
assessment
for the
ass
unit.
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LIGHTLY SCHOOL SUPPORTING EDUCATION
IN THE PHILIPPINES
Lightly School students had a special guest visitor, Gord Gilbey, from the organization “Dawn for the Poor.r.”
Each year Gord comes to our school to receive our donation for our two sponsored Filipino children (Vengie
giie
e
and Rona Mae). Our students hand write letters to the two children and include pictures of themselves.
Gord then provides us with an update on Vengie and Rona Mae and shows a picture slide show from his
latest visit to the Philippines.
This year, however, was extra special. Gord surprised our students with a video message from Vengie
and Rona Mae. This connection provided our class with an incredible feeling of appreciation. Vengie
and Rona Mae expressed their heartfelt gratitude to us for contributing towards their education.
After an intense brainstorming session, Lightly School staff and students split into groups to create
their own video message. Gord taught us a few basic phrases in their language so that we could
personalize our message. Then we ended off our video clip with our students singing one of their
favorite inspirational songs.
Our ability to contribute to these two children’s lives has had a profound impact on our staff, students, and
members!
d co
ccolony
olony
lo
ony
ny m
em
e
mb
be
ers
rs!
We understand the importance of equal access to education and lifelong learning opportunities that will h
help
out
poverty!
he
elp
p ssquash
qu
q
uash
aassh o
ou
ut p
po
ovve
errtty!
ert
y!
Students at Lightly School (Clearwater Colony) have truly embraced the need for sustainable development.

COMPASSION & GENEROSITY ADDICTIONS
IS A NATURAL THEME AT
AWARENESS
ÉCOLE STONEWALL
CENTENNIAL SCHOOL
It didn’t take long after the disaster that hit the Philippines for students at École Stonewall
Centennial School to know that they needed to help. A group of students who are part of
our Social Justice Committee knew what to do. It was clearly stated “When in doubt, have a
bake sale!” They rallied the entire group of Social Justice members and put on a bake sale
over two days. What an amazing bake sale it was! The amount of baking donated to this
cause was incredible and speaks volumes about the community in which we live. Our bake
sale raised over $700.00 which will be matched dollar for dollar by the Canadian government.
Our school could not be more proud.
In addition to raising money for the Philippines, our school has been busy collecting Koats
for Kids. We have bags and bags of outerwear that will help children and youth across our
province stay warm for the winter. We are not done. We have also collected socks for the
homeless at Siloam Mission. Our staff and
students have collected socks for a Sock
Hop! We have collected so many pairs
of socks we have stopped counting! The
class who collected the most socks was
Mme. Johnson’s Grade 5 class with over
60 pairs of socks collected. Our students
will be celebrating their generosity and
compassion at a Sock Hop in our gym the
last week of school before our Christmas
Break. All students in our school, whether
they are a member of a student voice
group or not, always step up and do the
right thing for those in need!

Students at Warren
Elementary School have had
a great time this past week
participating in Addictions
Awareness Week. In the
kickoff assembly, students
were given red wristbands
which they wore for the week.
The wristbands were used
to remind students of what
they have learned each day
and to provoke conversations
at home. Students were
encouraged to take part
in daily assemblies which
included group activities focused
d on addictions
awareness. During the week students
participated
in spirit day activities including
p
Jersey
Day, Crazy Hat Day, Funny Sunglasses
J
Day,
D and Crazy Socks Day, all of which had
an
a addictions awareness focus. Our Grade
7/8
7 students received special talks from Mrs.
Riddell
our guidance counselor, as well as the
R
AFM
A counselor Mr. Yaworski. The K-6 classes
enjoyed
an entertaining presentation from
e
two
tw clowns from Life and Fire Safety Canada
on
o making healthy, positive choices. It was an
informative
and fun week filled with activity
in
and
a engaging discussions for everyone.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TEULON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL?
In October, Teulon Elementary School started up a new Breakfast Program. Interlake School Division
supported this initiative by awarding us with a Healthy Living Grant so we could purchase the necessary
equipment to get started. To make it sustainable we will be asking for non-perishable food donations from
our community as well as raising money in the school. The program started with just seven children and now
we have between 20 -30 attending each morning. Every child who comes is offered breakfast – either cereal,
toast, or fruit and some juice. Two high school students as well as two different Grade 6 students help out each
morning with washing and drying dishes and serving breakfast. Without our helpers this program would not be ab
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have received generous food donations from some of our parents already and it really does make a difference to what we can offer the children.
In addition, we have just twinned with a Kindergarten to Grade 5 school in Colombia. Jennifer McFee and her husband Ricardo came to the school to
put on a presentation to the school community regarding this initiative. The staff and students were really enthusiastic and motivated to become a part
of this endeavor. MY VOICE students and Mrs. Holod are already planning on lots of different ways they can support the students in Colombia. We are
looking at how we can build relationships between their students and staff and ours. Students in our school are making crafts to be delivered to the
students in Colombia when Jennifer and Ricardo return there on December 24th.

BULLYING
AWARENESS
WEEK
Teulon Collegiate had several activities throughout
the week to recognize Manitoba Bullying Awareness
Week. Throughout the week students and staff
participated in a Campaign of Kindness. Staff
recognized students who did kind things at school by
giving students a paper leaf where they wrote what the
student had done. Students put the leaf up on a large
tree poster in the school’s front hall and were entered
into a draw to win prizes at week’s end. The Winnipeg
Jets organization kindly donated Jets merchandise as
prizes to support the school’s Campaign of Kindness
for Bullying Awareness Week. The school’s Safe
School Ambassador students also secretly handed
out candy prizes throughout the week to classmates
who they saw doing kind deeds. Kindness was not left
unrecognized throughout the week!
Last but not least, Teulon Collegiate’s Teen Talk students
wanted to support bullying awareness programs in
Manitoba and decided to do this by having a bake
sale. They decided to donate funds to the Red Cross
Respect Ed Anti-Bullying educational programs. Baked
goods were sold on Wednesday and Thursday and all
proceeds went to the Red Cross.
Many staff and students said throughout the week
that we should recognize kind deeds throughout the
year, not just during a specific week. This is something
we will continue to strive to do because we know that
kindness is contagious and that is something that is
evident at our school.

WOODLANDS SCHOOL
CELEBRATES
HEALTHY CHOICES
Woodlands School celebrated healthy choices during the week of
W
November 18-21. Events were coordinated by our guidance counselor,
N
Mr. Oliver, and involved a theme for each day. Monday’s theme was Team Up Against
Bullying - students started the week wearing their favourite team jerseys and T-shirts.
On Tuesday, students and staff wore pink to stand up against bullying. On this day our
Grades 6, 7 and 8 classes also had a career presentation by Skills Manitoba on the various
opportunities available through different trades. Wednesday’s theme was My Future Is
Looking Bright - students came to school sporting bright shirts and sunglasses. Our K-6
students had a Life and Fire Safety presentation on making good choices and handling
situations with conflict or bullying. Our grade 7 and 8 students also had a presentation
on handling different conflicts and bullying-type situations. There were a number of
opportunities throughout the week for community building as well.
Our school has also started a bulletin board display entitled Celebrating Our Strengths.
Students and staff post items throughout the year that illustrate student strengths
and areas of growth. The display reinforces our school belief that we all have areas of
strength that we work from.

DAY

OF

PINK

November 18-23 was designated Bullying
Awareness Week by the province of Manitoba.
Warren Collegiate staff and students are
committed to providing a safe and caring school
environment. Throughout the week there were
a variety of activities and events to promote and
support this cause. Tables were set up in front of the
library with art supplies for students who wished to draw or write a message regarding
anti-bullying. Some of the other activities throughout the week included Pink Day,
Time of Silence, and excerpt readings from “Dear Bully” and “Letters to Olivia” read by
Ms. Wuerch and Ms. Friesen to Grade 9 and 10 classes. This was a week of meaningful
activities but everyday should be a Day of Pink!
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DIFFERENCE

École R.W. Bobby Bend School recently received some great news from our
partner school in Cameroon, Africa. But first, a little background. Last winter
we assembled as a school outside in the snow and took a rooftop photo of our
students and staff. As part of the picture we held a banner with our school
name on it that all students and staff had signed. In June we forwarded this
banner, along with a box of school supplies and letters written by our Grade 3
students, to G.S. Njema School. The box arrived in Cameroon in late October
and eventually made it to our partner school. In early November we received
pictures of our banner hanging in their classroom, as well as pictures of
students happily holding up the school supplies. As an added bonus, there
was also a video of the G.S Njema School soccer team sporting their new
“Canadian Bear” uniforms with our ÉRWBB logo.
To continue our support, we held our first fundraiser of this school year on
Friday, November 15th, with a Mac’N Cheese lunch. We raised $580.00 to help
make improvements with school buildings, playgrounds, and supplies at
G.S. Njema School.
It is wonderful to see that through our fundraising efforts we truly are making
a tangible difference to a group of students and their school, half-way around
the world.
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Wishing you a
happy holiday season
Interlake School Division
School Cancellations
Wind chill of -45° C or greater, temperature of -40°C or greater, and inclement weather (blizzards, heavy snow, icy roads – generally unsafe driving
conditions) will dictate cancellation of school buses and schools within the division. Please listen to your local radio station for cancellation information
or check our website www.isd21.mb.ca.

BOARD COMMITTEES 2013/2014
Chair of the Board – Alan Campbell
Vice Chair – Mark Grindey
P.R. / LIAISON
Sandra Wiebe – Chair
Sharon Baker
Doris Hunter
Greg Shedden
PERSONNEL/ NEGOTIATIONS
Sally Cook – Chair
Mark Grindey
David Harcus
Doris Hunter

TRANSPORTATION/MAINTENANCE
Mark Grindey – Transportation Chair
David Harcus – Maintenance Chair
Sharon Baker
Sally Cook
WORKPLACE SAFETY & HEALTH
Greg Shedden – Chair
Fran Frederickson
Sandra Wiebe
POLICY
Doris Hunter – Chair
Sally Cook
Fran Frederickson
Sandra Wiebe

FINANCE / AUDIT
David Harcus – Chair
Sally Cook
Fran Frederickson
Greg Shedden

EDUCATION
Fran Frederickson – Chair
Sharon Baker
Mark Grindey
Sandra Wiebe

TECHNOLOGY
Sharon Baker – Chair
Mark Grindey
David Harcus
Doris Hunter

Ward 1 – Grosse Isle/Rosser - Mark Grindey
Ward 2 – Warren / Woodlands - Doris Hunter
Ward 3 – Teulon – Sally Cook, Alan Campbell
Ward 4 – Balmoral / Argyle – Sandra Wiebe
Ward 5 – Stony Mountain –Sharon Baker
Ward 6 – Stonewall – Fran Frederickson,
David Harcus and Greg Shedden

